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Judd Foundation to Open Donald Judd’s Ranch Office   

 
 

Marfa, Texas—Judd Foundation announces the opening of Donald Judd’s Ranch Office on 

Saturday, April 25, after the restoration and stabilization of the historic building. The Ranch Office 
will open to the public with a day of free programs, including open hours and a talk centered on 
the archaeological sites and ancient inhabitants of the region.  
 
The Ranch Office will open to the public for the first time as one of eight buildings open as part of 
the Judd Foundation guided visit program in Marfa. Following the integration of art and 
architecture in his living and working spaces throughout Marfa, Judd installed ten works of art—
eight reliefs and two floor works—in the Ranch Office, alongside maps and ranching equipment. 
The space will provide direct experience with Judd’s interest in the land as it relates to his art and 
architecture: “My work,” Judd wrote in 1983, “has the appearance it has, wrongly called ‘objective’ 
and ‘impersonal,’ because my first and largest interest is in my relation to the natural world, all of 
it, all the way out.” 
 
Judd installed the Ranch Office with two types of works: wall reliefs and floor boxes. All of the 

works are made in common Douglas fir plywood, both painted and unpainted, and illustrate his 
concern with enclosed space through proportionally determined voids or embedded found objects 
that emphasize three-dimensionality. They reference works made early in Judd’s practice: the 
floor boxes of this type were first made in 1963 and 1964; and the first wall relief with a centrally 
placed embedded object was made in 1961, followed by a square relief with embedded object in 
1962.   
 
Judd purchased the former grocery store located on Highland Avenue in downtown Marfa in 
1991, one of the last buildings he acquired in town for his work spanning art, architecture, and 
furniture design. He renovated the ground floor of the turn-of-the-century building to manage 
activities associated with his 33,000-acre ranch, Ayala de Chinati, in the nearby Chinati 
Mountains. On the façade, he added the brand for his ranch and the number 76, a reference to 
1976, the year he purchased the first six sections of Ayala de Chinati.  
 
The land comprising Ayala de Chinati is protected through a conservation easement established 
by Judd Foundation in 2000. The primary purpose of the easement is to safeguard the land from 
being subdivided and to ensure the land retains its ecological and scenic condition in perpetuity. 
The easement upholds Judd’s intended purpose that the land be conserved in its entirety for the 
benefit of the scientific community and the general public. 
 
The restoration of the Ranch Office addressed the historic interiors within the ground and 
basement levels of the two-story building, including upgrades to the building envelope. The work 
primarily focused on the implementation of climate-control upgrades to improve environmental 
conditions for the installed collection of art and objects. The Ranch Office is the latest project 
completed by Judd Foundation in the long-term plan for restoration of its Marfa buildings.  
 
The Ranch Office is one of twenty-six buildings associated with Judd in Marfa recognized on the 
National Register of Historic Places. The recognition acknowledges Judd’s efforts in preservation 
and adaptive reuse of historic buildings used for the permanent installation of his art and that of 
other artists.   



 

 
The Ranch Office opening programs have been made possible through a grant from the Texas 
Commission on the Arts. Printed materials for the Ranch Office have been funded by the National 
Trust Preservation Fund of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
 
 
Judd Foundation 

Judd Foundation is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization created to preserve Donald 
Judd’s permanently installed living and working spaces, libraries, and archives in New York and 
Marfa, Texas. The Foundation promotes a wider understanding of Judd’s artistic legacy by 
providing access to these spaces and resources and by developing scholarly and educational 
programs. 
 
Judd Foundation Board of Directors: Robert C. Beyer (New York); Fairfax Dorn (New York, 
Marfa); Bertha González Nieves (New York); Flavin Judd (New York); Rainer Judd (Marfa, New 
York); Carl Ryan (El Paso); and Ellen Salpeter (New York). 
 
For more information, please visit juddfoundation.org.  
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